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the assembly, the party was seated, Sir Percy Cox on the right
and Sir Aylmer Haldane on the left of the Amir.
SaiyidHusain al-Afnan, Secretary to the Council of Ministers,
read the High Commissioner's proclamation which stated that,
in accordance with the referendum on the resolution of the
Council of State of July i ith, the Amir Faisal had been elected
King of'Iraq by 96 per cent of the people. He then cried 'Long
live the King5. The clraq standard was broken out, the mili-
tary band played 'God Save the King3 — there was no Arab
National Anthem — and a royal salute of twenty-one guns
was fired.
After a short oration by Saiyid Mahmud, eldest son of the
Naqib, Faisal spoke with great dignity. He thanked the 'Iraq
nation for its generous and freely given allegiance and the
British nation for its support of Arab independence, in which
cause he called to mind the services of his father and of the
Arabs associated with him. He also thanked
the provisional Government for its zealous services and His
Excellency the High Commissioner for his sincere friendship
and the Great British Government for its reception of me as
King of the Independent State of clraq, to which high office
I am called by the direct will of the Nation.
He outlined the aims of the nation, to achieve which, unity
among all classes and the assistance of the friendly British
nation would be necessary. He then made known his policy as
head of the kingdom:
I will spare no effort to profit by the qualities of every man
of the nation, irrespective of religion or class. All to me shall
be equal. There shall be no distinction between townsman
and Bedui; for me the sole distinction shall be that of know-
ledge and capacity. The whole nation is my party and I have
no other. The interests of the country as a whole are my
interest and I have no other.
My first task will be to proceed with the elections and the
convocation of the Constituent Assembly. The nation should
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